Listen to audio (7 minutes) from:
https://www.npr.org/templates/transcript/transcript.php?storyId=220687231
Optional Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-A45oQYT_yI
Optional maps to give out to students to help them understand what happened in the city.
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Was It Murder?
Doctor, Two Nurses Were Accused Of Murdering Patients
September 21st 2006. Daniel Schorn
In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina two years ago, more than a thousand bodies were recovered
in the city of New Orleans. Among the dead were 34 patients from Memorial Medical Center, a
hospital that was stranded, isolated, in ten feet of water and without power for four sweltering
days.
A year ago, Louisiana's attorney general stunned the city when he claimed that four of Memorial's
dead did not die from illnesses or even from the horrific conditions but that they were murdered.
Even more stunning, a highly respected doctor and two nurses were arrested.
Dr. Pou, along with nurses Cheri Landry and Lori Budo, were arrested after an investigation by the
state attorney general, who accused them of murder by injecting four patients in their care with
two different drugs.
The story made headlines around the world. It's New Orleans after all and theories abound: were
patients murdered? Was it mercy killing? Did the doctor and nurses kill patients who were dying
anyway and were too ill to be evacuated? Or were they simply given medication to make them
comfortable in the most horrific of conditions. The attorney general had no doubt. "This is not
euthanasia. This is plain and simple homicide," Foti said.
Dr. Pou has been practicing medicine for more than 15 years — as a head and neck surgeon who
specializes in treating cancer patients. As Katrina approached, Dr. Pou headed to Memorial
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Medical Center, where she was on call. In all, about 2,000 people were in the hospital that Sunday
night, many of them simply seeking refuge. After the storm passed the next morning, there was a
sense of relief.
Dr. Pou was offered the chance to leave but she chose to stay with her patients. By early Tuesday
morning, the city's levees were collapsing. "It was really shocking. The water was squirting out of
the vents in the street, the gutters. And water started coming. And probably rose about a foot an
hour," she recalls.
By late Tuesday, the hospital was flooded with ten feet of water and completely without power.
Ventilators stopped, there were no telephones, limited food, and perhaps worst of all the 110
degree heat.
Occasional helicopters or small boats would evacuate some patients, but nurses Cheri Landry and
Lori Budo say that was rare. Patients lay soaking in squalor. Nurses broke windows for air and
fanned patients. The seventh floor was most critical. A separate company called Lifecare ran an
acute care facility for the severely ill. Their doctor didn't show, so Dr. Pou and a handful of other
doctors and nurses did what they could.
There were sporadic evacuations, but it took a tremendous effort. Patients had to be carried down
as many as seven flights of stairs, then back up again to a helipad on a garage. It was a battlefield
and several died in the process. By nightfall Wednesday, Memorial was a hellhole.
"The hospital you have to remember was pitch black. We couldn't see our hands in front of our
face. We had to examine patients using flash lights," Dr. Pou remembers. "The patients realized
there wasn't a whole lot that we could do for them, except to provide the most basic care and they
were worried, you know. You know, 'I don't feel well. When am I gonna get out of here?'"
Doctors say the hospital had become a death trap – dehydration was a killer.
By Thursday morning, another ten patients were dead. Then something worse happened: word
spread that no organized rescue would be coming.
Dr. Kokemor says they were being abandoned in effect. Asked what choices they had to make in
light of this grave situation, he says, "Our choice would've been to leave the hospital and leave
behind our patients. That was unacceptable to me and unacceptable to virtually all of our doctors."
Many felt that the patients could not bear another day in Memorial. Preparations were made for a
makeshift evacuation. Several doctors waded out into the floodwaters to try to commandeer
boats.
According to Attorney General Charles Foti, that's when Dr. Anna Pou and her nurses injected four
patients with lethal doses.
The attorney general says in an affidavit that several witnesses claim that Dr. Pou, along with
nurses Budo and Landry headed up to the Lifecare facility on the seventh floor, where there were
nine patients that doctors say were too sick to be moved.
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Foti claims Dr. Pou told the staff "they didn't have a lot of time" and that they "needed to
evacuate." She then allegedly said "a decision had been made to administer lethal doses" to
patients who probably were not going to survive. Witnesses claim that Dr. Pou said she took "full
responsibility." And then, according to Foti's affidavit, the doctor and nurses were seen entering
patients' rooms with syringes and vials of drugs.
Foti says he has post-mortem evidence that shows that the Lifecare patients, two men and two
women aged 61 to 90, had high levels of the painkiller morphine and the sedative "Versed."
"They were lethal doses of both of those drugs in those patients. Lethal doses," Foti says.
Asked if she murdered those patients, as the attorney general alleges, she says, "No, I did not
murder those patients. Mr. Safer, I've spent my entire life taking care of patients. I have no history
of doing anything other than good for my patients. I do the best of my ability. Why would I
suddenly start murdering people? This doesn't make sense."
Murder or not, the alleged crimes took place when help was actually on the way. But no one in the
hospital knew that. The owners of Memorial had chartered five helicopters; within hours
hundreds of people were evacuated, 34 people lay dead.
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/was-it-murder/3/
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Activity:
Consider. There is a deadly outbreak of an airborne disease in your city. The outbreak will happen
so quickly that you cannot receive help from anyone outside your city. In order to survive, you
need to use a respirator to help you breathe. If you do not have a respirator, you will die. There are
only enough respirators to save 10% of your population.
Who should get to use a respirator? How should you decide?
First make a list of all the possible ways we could decide. Then from among your choices, decide
how would you ration those resources.
Why is your choice the best course of action? What are the limitations or problems that arise from
your choice?
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